$500,000 awarded in harassment claim

A former Hawauan Alrlmes

. ported to- her supervisors that
_ihght attendant has wor more - Kl
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AlCll‘CUit Court jury has

awarded a former Hawaiian Alr

“‘lines flight attendant more than

.$500,000 in & sexual: harass— '

& ment claim. involving apilot,-

“In+a trial‘béfore Circuit .
N .ludge Kaken-Alin; the:jury re. -

- purned:a: verdict-in-a:lawsuit
+ Tuesday of.$510, 000 ‘against

: Hawaiian Alrlines arid its: pilot k

: Gary 1 Kissmger

.The flight. attendant who3'

wants to maintain: anonymity,
said the company failed to

“take her complaint seriously

when she' reported that

Kissinger sexually ha ssed. -

Cli-lately repnman e d,“‘ JF. T

actions,

In a written statement v

- Keoni: Wagner spok' man for
' s, said, -quested to: stop‘
‘“Hawalian Airlifes; does not ¥

tolerate’ harassment of any

kind mvolvmg its employees
d

and we took’ immedlate
‘appropriate ac fon ih ithi
case. As.such: we ‘Were:s)

prised by the verdict and do

nat believe the facts support a

‘finding against the ompany, ..
and we are consndermg n ap- ¢

peal.”

time, Was' depianing passen-

.gers ont an‘intérislanid flight.‘-'
‘when Kissinger grabbed her,
- buttock, according to the suit.. .
The ﬂight attendanit screamedf
and jumped back into deplan-
ing passengers, said her attor-

_ney, Ronald Albu:

She immediately reported’

) the harassment to her super-
visors, but no action was
“taken,’ Throughout the rest of
the workday, Kissmger contm-
“ued toharass her. -
" “He tried to rub her back,”
‘Albu said. “He tried to engagée

her several times. He made
her uncomfortable through :

_the rest of the day.”

- 5he later. sought the as.sis—'

On Oct. 11, 2002; the flight ~
attendant who was 25°at the’

harassing other fhght attenn
dants, a violation of Hawaiian

: ‘Airlines sexual harassment

policy.

During the tnal several
‘other flight attendants testi-"
fied of inappropriaté. conduct -

said she immediately com-.

1 plained to her’ supervisors at

“that included: touching and . -

. comments:made by Kissing
'according to the’ flight: atten
'.dant s attorneys. . - o
- The!flight, attendant also
complained that the company.:.

© “failed to conduct a complete

investigation or to impose ad-.

" equate; discipline tosstop the - -
- harassment,” said a news.re- -

lease irorn Albu and. Bruoe

sources department.
. The ﬂight attend

Kissinger, ‘bt her request as
ignored. ' I
Followmg the harassm ' ‘t':

ary unpaid Ieave Sh

initial complamt

' The former fhght attendant,

her job about a year after the

now 30; was.employed with. i

the company for two years be-
_fore'she'resigned.” "
Thie jury.awarded: $120 000

“in compensatory. damages 1o -

the flight attendant. $250,000

~in punitive damages against, o

Hawaiian = Aitlines -

$140,000 i puniitive damages’.

against Kissinger. Hawalian
Airlings and: Klssmger i

alsg cover attorney fees'for,

the former fhght attendant, " * -
The jury’s decision sends a
strong message that compa:
“nies'need to take séxual ha-
rassment senously, Kim and
Albusaid. 7 - ‘
Klssinger a Mililam reSl- :

‘tance of thée Association of.-". 1as .

thht Attendants; Hawaiian
Alrlines Coungil 43, :
" Albu said she also reported

to union representatives. that’
.the pilot had EY history oi

still employed w:th thet:orn» o

pany.
Kissinger -

comment.

declmed__ ‘to‘:



